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As the preeminent ittstitutiort of fashiotl aud desigu eclucatiou in the
countly, the Fashion Iltstitute of Technology is ruricpre in the fact tliat
it is located directly in the heart of the fashiorl industry that it teaches.

Iforvever, the school lacks a clear seuse of place rvithin the citl'. One

of the plin.rar'1'goals of the design is to create an icouic building that
noulcl forrn a lasting iclerttitl'lor the school, and olle that 

"voulcl 
also

fturctionally link existlng acadetnic spaces rvithin the adjacetlt calllpus
buildings rvith uerv classroours, facuit¡' and administlatiou offices ar:rcl a

sunlit student hall for gatherirlgs aud evettts.

The proposed addition is highliglrted b1' a multi-layered glass aucl metal
facade. Contair.recl rvithin this thickertecl facade at'e nested the prit'tlal'y

circulatiorr and the levierv aud exhibition spaces corlrlecting the design

studios rvith the sky lit student quad on tlie Sth floor. ¡\u express

escalator takes passengers directll'frotn the street lobbl'to this floor,
rvhich is the comruon ler.el at rvhtch adjaceut buildings otl the catl¡rus
connect.

Competitive aclr'antages of BINI?

Leveraging the porver of BIN'I corbined rvith \|DC and IPD approaches

emplol,ed by SHoP Coustructiou, SHoP Architects are able to deliver a

project fi'or.n conception to cou'tpletiort. SHoP irnpleureuts a practiced

rvorkflorv of informatiort exchatrgc frour the desigtl teanl to the dellvery
team, redncing en'o1's, time, aud expetìse itl the process. This instills
confidence in our clietrts aud gir.es SHoP a conìpetitive advautage over

rnore traditional approaches to building design and proiect deliveÐ'.

Nerv apploach to design rvith Blll?
hrfomration Nlodeling has facilitated a flittdatttentaL shift in tlle
approach to buildiug desÌgn b1' allorviug the architect to regain colltl'ol
over the exchange of infonuation and the res¡lonsibilities âssociated

rvith that information, rvl.rich have been slorvly slipping arval'fi'our the
architect through self itttposed lil'ritations ou liability. Thc architect,
eruporvered by an inflrui of varied inforrnation about tl.re bLrilding

site, systenrs, proglarr, et cetet'a, is able to tnake çrÌck and itlfomred
decisions regalding all aspects of the project frour systerns coorditlatÌon,
constluctability, artd fal¡rìcatiou to quantltl'tal<eoffs, sclieduiing, and

cost arlalyses. The arcliitects ttorv have at theil disposal the allility to
comnl-uricate rvith tl'reir cousultauts, the cliet'rt, arld t1're colltractol'
on a more infomred ler,el and are ablc to extract from these dialogrres

specific ans\\¡ers to ploject issues. BIt\'l necessitates this conunlttlicatiou
to happen earlier in the design process, bringing matly parties together
to foresee and solve issues virtually before tl-re1'uranifest theurselves on

site. A more infonued apploach to desigu and production that is allied
ivith the shared platform of comtlutticatiou betrveen all parties itlvolved
in a BIN,I project, it allorvs architects to reclaiur those responsibilities
and reduce risk.

Opposit e, le,ft bo t I orrt : S ec tionctl
rliagarn of thc floors atttl oliutn.
Opposite, ñght bottont: XIodeI of the

nortlt eleuation.

ÉÉ, ËT : &lrå¿7 | t) ù LÐWñ14
7 l, L " É'F. ËT : J LfÞrJúñ Øt#Uq,É^ "

@
@@)-

@@

Dæumþún
Wdldlw
øiÃ(L.2-raa-

@@

custom Sdiots !. :

h7t1"7tt)71-

i Anålw¡s ;

i WorÉflow :

iìffi- :

i r-r7Ê- 'l

@

@
Physical
Model

f4

@@
3D Printer

3DJU >'

Fabrlcâdm Workflw
5L.9-r7E-

Credit and Data
Project title: Fashion Institute of Technology - ALABS

Client: Fashion Institute of Technology
Program: Academic building
I¡cation: New York, New York, USA

Competition: 2003

Schematic Desigrr Phase: 2006 March-
Completion: 2012
Architect: SHoP Architects
Structural/MDP engineer: Buro Happold
Electrical engineer: .4,.G. Consulting
Lighting consultant: Focus Lighting
Area of building: 4552m'
Site area: 120,774m'z
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To¡t, ,1 inrctges: Irúegeted
Cot rcen t re titl g So lar Facatle, in D etüor
Artrtct D¡;sort. Tlrc IC s1,stt:rrt is

contposerl oJ nttùtiple cotrcerüt olot'
ntodules tltet Ire situated uithit a

glctss facatle ctr gla-ss otrlurt rctof of a
bttiklìrtg cutrl cn'e ntotnted ort a highll'
accLü'et e trct ckutg nte cltcutistn.
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Feature Name

PL l3.lntersect 1

PL l3.lntersect 2

PL l3,lntersect 3

PL l3.lntersect 4
PL l3.lntersect 5

PL l3.lntersect 6

PL l3.lntersect 7

PL l3.lntersect 8

PL l3.lntersect 9

PL l3.lntersect 10

PL l3.lntersect 11

PL l3.lntersect 12

PL l3.lntersect l3
PL l3.lntersect 14

PL l3.lntersect '15

PL l3.lntersect 16

PL l3.lntersect 17

PL l3.lntersect 18

PL l3.lntersect 19

PL l3.lntersect 20

PL l3.lntersect 21
ñt 4â t-f--^^^¡ âa

Tonnage Cost (US $)

9.3222 3365.3
9.3222 3365.3
9.3222 3365.3

9,3222 3365.3
9.3222 3365.3

9.3222 3365.314

13.4885 4869.
13.4885 4869.

13.4885 4869.
13.4885 4869.
13.4885 4869.
13.4885 4869.
13.4885 4869.
13.4885 4869.
'13.4885 4869.
13.4885 4869.
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pp. 116-117: Ì,k¡del detail ofFIT cable

frLcade. Oppostte, aboue: Ouerall cable
system. Opposite, below: Facade detail
tlraruirry and circulation. This page.
aboue: Facade assembly drawing and
connector model b1" 3D model pñnter.
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